Justin Michael Gray
June 18, 1976 - January 23, 2019

Justin Michael Gray, age 42, of Marion OH died unexpectedly at Marion General Hospital
on January 23, 2019. Justin was born in Dennison OH on June 18, 1976 to the late
Alwood “Butch” P. Gray and Mary Ann Pica (Ruscin). He was a graduate of Mountain View
High School of Marana AZ. While in Arizona, he met the love of his life Alisha-Marie
Widmer and on September 5, 1997 they were married in Tucson. The most important
thing in Justin's life was his family. He lived everyday of his life working to be the best
father, husband, son, brother and role model that he knew how to be. Not only was he an
incredible father but he was known to many kids that he had an opportunity to help as a
“Super-Dad”. He had a huge impact on the younger
generation, extending his love not only to his children, but to many children and teenagers
who lacked that of a father figure. This also led him to his most recent vocation as a
Corrections Officer for the Marion Co Juvenile Detention Center for the past three years.
While working at JDC, the impact he had on the kids that came through their care was
immeasurable. He left an imprint that will live on through the lives he touched.
Justin was preceded in death by his dad Butch.
He will be sorely missed by his wife Alisha-Marie Gray, his son Nicholaus Anthony Gray of
Marion, his daughters Malaya Renee and Halayna Marie Gray both of Marion, his brother
Troy Allen Gray of Tucson AZ; his sister Anita Lynn Gray of Marion; his nieces and
nephews Amparo, George, and Brianna Gray; his mother Mary Ann Pica (Ruscin), his
mother-in-law Dee M. Macneil, his father-in-law Fred G. Widmer and his mother-in-law
Glenda F. Widmer.
Per Justin’s wishes he will be cremated with a memorial service to celebrate his life on
Wednesday January 30, 2019 from 11 AM to 1 PM to receive friends and family at BoydBorn Funeral Home, 122 W. Columbia St. in Marion, with the service immediately
following at 1 PM.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to aid in the cost of services with checks

written to the order of: Nicholaus A. Gray. Online condolences may be given through
www.boydbornfuneralhome.com.

Events
JAN
30

Celebration Gathering

11:00AM - 01:00PM

Boyd-Born Funeral Home
122 West Columbia Street, Marion, OH, US, 43302

JAN
30

Celebration of Life Service

01:00PM

Boyd-Born Funeral Home
122 West Columbia Street, Marion, OH, US, 43302

Comments

“

My dear Lil' Bro, how much I will miss you. The memories flood me, too many to
share, but enough to last a lifetime in my heart. From the time mom and dad brought
you home in diapers to this past Christmas hearing how you enjoyed the gift I got for
you and the kids. Your long term plan to turn things around for you and the kids cut
short. You leaving us was not part of that plan, but brought us all together. I promise
to help look after the kids, I'm always here when they need me. I know how much
they meant to you, they were your world. I love you Justin, and so do many others.
You will never be forgotten! Rest easy now, Big Bro is here for you.

Troy Gray - February 05 at 11:45 PM

“

I didn't know Justin but knew his mother and father. It sounded like he was a super
hero to his family and the teens he helped while working. God bless you Justin. You
made your mark here on earth. We lived beside the Gray family years ago on Wardel
St. They were good neighbors.

Elizabeth - January 30 at 03:42 PM

“

I have never known anyone with a bigger heart than Justin. Justin & I worked side by
side as Correction Officers for multiple years. I always enjoyed being around Justin's
amazingly positive & fun personality. Even after Justin & I no longer worked together,
Justin always went out of his way to stay in touch with me on Facebook. Justin & I
had not seen each other for years however when he seen I was in the hospital,
Justin reached out to me with genuine concern wanting to know how I was doing and
asked if I needed anything. Justin would do anything for anybody. My heart goes out
to all of Justin's family & friends. Until we meet again some day Justin, much love
Brother.

Doug French - January 30 at 10:11 AM

“

Justin, you were an amazing cousin and I'm forever thankful I had you in my life. My
earliest memories are the time spent with you, Megs and Aaron - you were a big
brother to me and I'm going to miss you a ridiculous amount. You always knew how
to make me laugh and you took care of me like I was one of your own. From chasing
me around my mom's house to showing me magic tricks, I always enjoyed the time I
had with you. I love you, Justin!

Lela Amparo - January 30 at 04:56 AM

“

To my big cousin. Every childhood and adolescent memory I have involves you in
some way, from hanging ar each other’s houses, every holiday, school, to vacations
and working . Always a big laugh, always comforting, and always someone I couldn’t
wait to be around. You are a strong part of who I am. You loved me as a sister and
looked out for me as a big cousin should. And I adore you for it. Your impact on
people will live on and never be forgotten. Thank you for the impact you had on me
in my life. Thank you for the many cherished memories and thank you for an
abundance of smiles and laughs, and for looking out for me and by brother. And
thank you for picking me up after school in your hilly-billy truck and revving the
engine instead of just waiting for me to come out of school. And bringing me day old
long johns to our typing class. I love you forever big cuz. Rest easy.

Meaghan Corona - January 29 at 07:28 PM

“

You’re still a better cook than April!! Save me some treats in heaven

Addison Slagle (Babe) - January 29 at 06:50 PM

“

Nita Gray sent a virtual gift in memory of Justin Michael Gray

Nita gray - January 29 at 01:08 PM

“

I'll always love you....my baby brother..why did u have to go? I am so mad....im so
hurt...im so lost ill never ever let ypu memory die.. You will forever be in my
i
love you ...u til we meet again xoxoxo

Nita gray - January 29 at 01:07 PM

“

Justin was a great person and will never be forgotten. He always had a smile on his
face, laughing and was so much in love with his family. He was more of a father
figure to my daughter than her own father. Daddybae you will never be forgotten.
Alicia, Nick, Malaya and Halayna you will be in my prayers...you guys are so loved.

Kim Adkins - January 29 at 07:28 AM

“

Kelly B lit a candle in memory of Justin Michael Gray

Kelly B - January 29 at 12:30 AM

“

Justin Gray was always like a brother to me. His Great smile, spirit and soul will be
missed. You will never be forgotten my brother

Nathan Cox - January 28 at 06:31 PM

“

Alisha and family, I am so sorry for your loss. You are in my thoughts and prayers.

Cyd Chevalier - January 28 at 04:43 PM

